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NAEP 2009 Administration & Results 

Overview
• NAEP results are based on the state sample. 

Approximately 3000 students at 4th and 8th grade are 
sampled for math during each biennial administration. 

• No one student takes the entire test as it would take 
approximately 6 hours for one subject.

• Results are reported in scale scores, percents at 
achievement levels, and in percentiles for the state and 
the nation.  District, school, or student data are not 
reported. 

• Results can be disaggregated based on demographic 
and survey variables.



Overall Summary of Results for South Dakota 

Grade 4

• SD 4th graders’ average score was 

222.  This was significantly higher 

than the nation’s public schools 

(220). 

• The score of 222 is not 

significantly different than in 2003 

(222) nor from 2007 (223).

• The percent of students scoring at 

or above Proficient was 33% and 

this is not greater than that for the 

nation’s public schools (32%). 

Grade 8

• SD 8th graders’ average score was 

270. This was significantly higher 

than the nation’s public schools 

(262). 

• The score of 270 is not different 

from 2003 (270) or 2007 (270).

• The percent of students scoring at 

or above Proficient was 37% and 

this was greater than that for the 

nation’s public schools (30%).



Grade 4 Reading 





Grade 8 Reading 





Content and questions from NAEP 2009



Snapshot of Test Framework

Content: Literary Text, Informational Text, Vocabulary 

Cognitive Targets: Locate/recall, integrate/interpret, critique/evaluate

Item Types: Multiple Choice, Constructed Response, Extended 

Constructed Response

Passage Length:

Gr. 4: 200-800 words, Gr. 8: 400-1,000, Gr. 12: 500-1,500

Passage Considerations: Authentic text, drawn from a variety of 

contexts, reflect our literary heritage, complete passages whenever 

possible

Definition of Proficient: Solid academic performance for each grade 

assessed. Students reaching this level have demonstrated 

competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter 

knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, 

and appropriate analytical skills.



Item Distribution for Grade 4 and 8

4th Grade 

Text Types:

Literary: 50%

Informational: 50%

Cognitive Targets: 

Locate/recall: 30%

Integrate/interpret: 50%

Critique/Evaluate: 20%

Item Types:

Multiple choice: 50%

Short CR: 40%

Extended CR: 10%

8th Grade

Text Types: 

Literary:  45%

Informational: 55%

Cognitive Targets: 

Locate/recall: 20%

Integrate/interpret: 50%

Critique/Evaluate: 30%

Item Types:

Multiple choice: 40%

Short CR: 45%

Extended CR: 15%





Sample Question: Locate and Recall

Nationally, 63% of fourth-graders were able to 
locate a specific detail from the article.

68% of South Dakota’s fourth-graders were able 
to answer the question correctly.





Sample Question: Integrate and Interpret

(SD 14) (SD 19) (SD 60) (SD 6)



Results: 

Grade 4 Reading
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NOTE:  Observed differences are not necessarily statistically significant. 
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Do we have a gender gap in reading?  

220 219 220 220

213
214

216 216

225
227

227
225

220 220 223 223

180

190

200

210

220

230

240

250

260

270

280

2003 2005 2007 2009 2003 2005 2007 2009

Sc
al

e
 S

co
re

NAEP Reading Grade 4 ─ Gender
Gap - Average Scale Score: 2003-2009

Male Female

NOTE: The NAEP Reading scale ranges from 0 to 500. Observed differences are not necessarily statistically significant. 

National PublicSouth Dakota



South Dakota’s gap is significantly smaller than National Public’s 
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NOTE: The NAEP Reading scale ranges from 0 to 500. Observed differences are not necessarily statistically significant. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
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South Dakota’s Gap for Students with Disabilities  is 

smaller than the Nation’s
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NOTE: The NAEP Reading scale ranges from 0 to 500. Observed differences are not necessarily statistically significant. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
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Results: 

Grade 8 Reading 
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Is the gender gap growing? 
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
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8th grade gap is significantly less than National Public
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Results: 

Other Variables
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